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What  a  difference a decade makes !



“We can’t predict the future 
of cities but we can invent 
them” 
Mike Batty, Inventing Future Cities (2018)



Britain’s  nat ional 
economy has  an 
urban problem

Only 11 cit ies  
have product ivity 
levels  above 
Brit is h average
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…and t rail well behind their Wes tern European comparators

Source: ONS; Eurostat



Succes s ful cit ies  are  (and will be) at t ract ive to knowledge 
firms

Source: The Data City
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And to knowledge workers  that  are  looking for knowledge jobs   
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Private  knowledge intens ive  bus ines s  s ervices  jobs  2021 (%)

9/62

11/ 63



But  s ucces s  comes  with cos ts  that  need to be managed
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Need to ens ure  people  have acces s  to the  opportunit ies  that  cit ies  offer
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Pupils  achieving 9-4  grades  in Maths  & English at  GCSE 2022 (%)
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Us e cit ies  to tackle  climate  change 



Dens ity encourages  more public and act ive t ravel and lower 
t rans port  emis s ions

Source: BEIS, 2020. Census 2011. Centre for Cities’ own calculations. The bubble size here refers to the take up of public transport and active travel.



And higher dens ity als o reduces  hous ing emis s ions

2019
CO2 emissions 
(tonnes/year)

Share of all 
new build 
completions 
(%)

New flats 0.9 22

New houses 1.5 78
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‘Humankind’s  greates t  achievement’



Ques t ions
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